 The First World Neuroinformatics Congress will take place in Stockholm on 6-9 September 2008.

The congress is organized by the INCF.

The congress organizing committee is composed of:

*** 

The practical management of the conference will be performed by INCF by a team composed of Jan Baalje, Pontus Holm, and **.  

The INCF team has already  secured a venue for the meeting. It consists of a conference hall seating 200-300, and additional rooms on the same floor as the hall. The exact number of rooms is still to be decided, but could include rooms for speaker preparation, administration, demonstrations, posters, discussions, etc.  

The INCF has also engaged the services of a conference support organization, MCI.

The congress will be a single-track meeting running over two and a half days. The meeting is composed of  keynote lectures, workshops, poster sessions, and demonstrations.

There will be 5-6 keynote speakers. After 1 or 2 initial keynotes, each keynote will be followed by a workshop. Each workshop lasts about 2 hours, and has say, 3 invited speakers, and a further 2 speakers drawn from the best.poster submissions. The presentations will be 20mins+5min discussion for invited speakers and 10+5min for poster speakers. The presentations will be followed by a panel discussion. The panel is comp are of  composed of speakers, and perhaps some additional participants. Interaction with audience is encouraged.

There will be two poster sessions. There is space for about 100 posters. More posters would be possible if more rooms are hired.

Demonstrations are of two kinds: applications for demos (analogous to posters); and spontaneous demos at the meeting. 

A few meeting rooms should be available for ad hoc discussion groups arising during the congress.

Proposed Keynote speakers 

*1 Kawato (robotics neuroscience) – human machine interaction – physiology model based bridging cellular – systems biology  (Kitano – robotics systems biology )

*2 Arthur Toga – imaging data sharing

Michael Gazzaniga – Ordering structural information of the brain – data sharing

*3 Peter Dayan – Modeling neural-behavior level

*4 Mark Ellisman – large database infrastructures (BIRN-  CCDB) 

(David van Essen – contribution to understand the large scale organization of brain processing)

*5High figure from Google – to understand the information management for the people and avant-garde ways and how the management of neuroscience data could be geared to that – must be IT oriented

6*Mary Kennedy (Caltech)  Systems Biology relation with neuroscience

(Other possibilities are:

Craig Venter – ability to take on vary large system data base problems an

*Terry Sejnowski – sense of the progress in neuroscience and computationd solved it in record time   

*Eve Marder

Larry Abbott -  

Daniel Wolpert) 

The topics of the proposed workshops (and the responsible organizers) are as follows: 

A – (Erik, Anders)

New distributed technologies for hardware and software (multi-core technologies)

Grid-based large-scale computations

Large scale and multiscale neuronal activity modeling (e.g. growing neurons in a 3D space)

B (Rodney, Jaap)

New developments in data base research – selforganizing db’s – interoperability 

Cognition Self-intelligent data processing – how can neural cognition including learning be applied to technical problems of information extraction compression 

storage and processing 

Interoperability self describing languages

C (Sten, Rodney)

Political policy meeting discussing interactions between government policy makers 

INCF – role function

Workshop

David Sainsbury, Kathy Olson, Sten (chair)

Overall presentations panel with questions

D (Ulla, David)

Extraction of structure and function from image data

es

E (Andrzej Wrobel, David)

Extraction of information from large electrophysiological data sets 

Computational theory of information processing by neuronal systems (coding)

Human machine interface

F. Demo track – (Shiro Usui, Jan)

(Rob Williams has yet to assign himself to these topics)

(next year)8. Education in neuroinformatics – schools, EU type activities

(next year)3. Publishing – neuroinformatics, in the context of scientific questions

Next steps:

On 12th October we will freeze the list of proposed keynote speakers, and the list will be invited. So we hope to have finalized the keynote speakers by about the 19th.    

By 19th, the workshop (and demotrack) organizers should provide: one paragraph description of workshops – title – problem domain – list of 3 speakers – brief schedule speakers – poster invitees -and panel discussion. 

We will circulate this list, and collectively edit it during the week of  22th, so that by 27th we have provisional program, suitable for composing announcement flyer for Neuroscience.

The INCF team should prepare a list of potential industrial sponsors; explore sponsorship opportunities; and develop a policy for how sponsors will be permitted to express their products at the Congress. .

